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The scope of Operation S*Lk LORDS was expanded ag~ain An early Janu-

ary as a new interdiction car.7ai.gn. BAIUtER I(BEFP was initiated to cox-

plete an interdiction line patrolled by U.S. Navy craft extending from

Ha Tien on the Gulf of Thailand along the Cambodian border to ray Ninh in

III CTZ northwest of Saigon. An additional interdiction/pacification

caxpsipen continued In Kien Gian- Province northeast of Rach fia in the area -

boundad by the Rach Gla-Lon• ltiren and Rach Soi canAds. Mobile Riverlrs

Group FRAVO operating vith V!,N: troops conttnued support of Operation SEA . .

LORDS in Kien Glang, Chuong Thien and Phong Dinh provinces. These cira!.-ns

plus the numerous river/canal raids carried out in IV CTZ by coaotal stureil- 0

lance craft hit at enemy sipplly and ba-e areas and crossed previously urnm-

paired enemy supply routes. The actions resulted in high Lnemy personnel ....

and rnterial losses and provo-ed a strong cne.-ny response of attacks on

craft in all areas of operation.

Operation GIANT SLIIMSt,*CT represents the lotaest and, during January,

the most prochictive aeE;:ent of the interdiction line. Extending trom 5 n-S e"

so',th'eit of Tay Ninh down the Vin Co Dong River to the Sot Rap south of

S-agon and up the Vi Co Tay F_,er to Moc 11oa 50 miles west of Salgon the - -

GIAN:T SLIUNGSUCOT campaign runs al.ý;ng- and across enemy supply Iinors from the

"Parrots' Beak" area of Camnbo-ia into the western approaches to Saigon.

C',:rctions by river patrol and nrbile riverine units with U.S. ArTT and S

Viet.n..-n.i-' ground forct-5 wo're ! ýraed out on an almost dtuly ba:tIs on both

Dc.wr, raded -%t I year interv als O:M .1 ' .A . ." '
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rivers. During Jonuary iganific--: q'antities of vnent zupplieI were dlscovered

in 44 arrms :%id rice caich.., near tw: rivers, In~cluded in the material captured

were: 188,000 rounds small -.rms -rirltion
3,000 rounds heavy nchine 7un &-mrnuition

3 122-r.an rockets
355 B-40 rockets
h361 RPO-.2 rounds/booste.re
678 recoilless rifle r:'.&l (57-mm - 373, 7.-.mm- 305)

1,810 mortar rouAds (60-sr - 9L9, 8 2-m - 861)
2,000 pounds of explosive! rlus detonators, prizmaord, etc.
1,iW4 grenades (anti-ta•-:, .0-ranm, CHICOM, homemade, etc.)

313 mines, booby trops, ':snjalore torpedos, claynores, etc.
112 individual weapons

22 saimpana plus 5 sa•,•m a motors
55 miscellaneous clot'.- ., peraon;tl equipment, camp gear

Lnd medical caches
31.-000 pounds rice....

These results were not achtev .! vithout coat as patrol units an-

counitered hostile fire 68 tires (42.udin h booby traps) during GIANT

SLINISIIOT operatioiis. Losses inch-' -ed 8 USN, 1 USA, and 15 Vietnamese.

(ARVN,VM,,RF/FFOTLO) killed in ac-ion, 2 USA missing in action; . UN, q M,

2L USA, and 13 Vietnanese wounded Ln -ction, 23 craft damaged and 2 PBR's

sunk. During river bank sweeps by round forces, while t:uking 26 evading

junks and samnpan under fire or s,;--ressing hostile fire GIAN SLItNGSHOT

forces killed 70 enery (5C body coa.- plus 20 probable), wounded an esti-

inated 9 otherg, captus-ed 20, dot.-n;.ad 25 suspects, received one Hoi Chanh,

and destroyed 228 structures and 3 j'nlcs or sampans.

The BARRII:R RE£F campt 1gn ex..s from GIh•rf S1I!,S10OT operations on

the Vami Co Tay along the Kinh L-ar•-;e fror. Tuyen Mhnon to Ap Bac And •v•."-

ward along the Kiih Ong Len tn t:.e "yper Mekong River at An Long. Patrol

operatic.ls ,oimzencinrg on 2 J;::la.-" .=ntribuLed to an important enc7 defeat

2..... . . .
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when the presence of patrol units supporting a PF ambush team 18 miles

east of An Long twice turned back a heavy weapons cnmpany atteopting to

or cross the canal on its way from Cambodia to the area west of Sa Dee. The

'A. coi.p was spotted by a visual reconnaissance airci'aft on the morning of 0

the lbth end most of its mYE,)bers wer killed by gunship strikes or were

captured by the PF unit. Other enexr losses to patrol craft or ground

forces operating with patrols included 12 killed (6 body count plus 6 pro-

able),lO captured. 2 suspects detained, and 1 small arms cache discovered. a
As with OIAhN SLIUNSHOT, the enery renction to these patrols - six hos-

tile 'ire incidents incluIing the mining of two P3R~sjindicated to som-

extent how this interdiction c~mipnign is hampering er~my 1ogistics. Friendly

losses in these actions came to 4 USN killed in action, 16 USN and 1 Viet-

nasnese wounded, 2 patrol craft daaaged, 2 craft sunk / beached, and 1 hell-

"copter shot down (later recovered). Chain drag nine sweeping operations

b- AjPB's were commenced late in Janun,ry to meet the enemy mine threat. S

The Rach Ginn, Thanh ;nd Vinh Te Canal patrol campaigns complete the

F A LORDS interdiction line along the Cambodian border. Although the PCFi

ATC operations met with hostile Uire only once ýath no casualties during

J.Jan.oary, the miniiq, of a P1R on 22 January near the entrance of the Vinh

eT Canal wounded h crewmer and sank the patrol craft. The seriousness of

" the mine thre-t led to the suspension of patrols until the 28th when chain

*••' dra,; sweep operations by VN• LCVP's were conwionced. Defoilation operations
were carrm:.d out along Ha Ti-.-Rach G(a Canal ard R xn,- Th; rt; •yjt•Wnt of

Giq~ .T , of.
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Mobile Riverlne Group BRAVO early in the month. However, non-concurrence

of local officials delayfud defoliation along the Vinh Te Canal, increasing

the threat of enemy initiated action along the canal banks.

Operations in the Rach Gia campaign continued to meet intermittent

enemy opposition including the mining of an ASPB. Patrols by PBR/ASPB

sere taken under hostile fire six times during January resulting in four

2 11VNN killed, one USN and three RF/PF wounded, two craft damaged (one VNN

craft), and one patrol boat sunk. Patrol operations and operations with

RF/PF troops discovered one arms cache of 184 mortar rounds (60-rm - 180,

120-mm - 4) and 2100 rounds of small arms ammunttion in addition to kill-

ing two Viet Cong and detaining nine suspecti. Operations along the Can

Gao Canal by Mobile Riverine Group BRAVO early in January met heavy enemy

"fire on four occasions 18 to 22 miles southwest of Bach Gia. A week of

mobile riverine operation southeast of Rach Gia along the Cai Lon River

also encounterod heavy enemy opposition with eight fire fights and one ATC

sunk by a mine on the 14th. After three days of operations with light

contact and two hostile fire incidents 9 miles southeast of Can The, units

of Mobile Riverine Group BRAVO returned to the Rach Gia area for a week of

operations with tho VXMC on the 22nd. Here light contact was gained in an

I ;area 6 to 14 miles north east of Rach Gia. At the month's end operations

-* I were cotnenced along the Can Tho River in Phong Dinh Province. Statistics

for the month's mobile riw.rine operations In support of Operation SF-

LORDS included.

4CONFiDENAL
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Ener-catuelties t

ILa. Kille d 2ý 00t
* - b. Captured

c& nucpects detained 14

a. Killed 11 (Ui VNHC)
*b. Wounded 138 (42 USN1, 85 VMIC 6 VflM and F ?F/PF)

c. Captured 0
4. Kissing 2 (2 USN)

_n.z xatez-jal losses:s

A. Dlestroyed
()Jun~s or sampans 0

(2) St-.~t'jres 14
b. Captu;'ed (5 arm~s caches d~iscovered)

(2) 6 r,:tar rounds (6 04m.)
(3 rB-La and 12 &40O rounds
( 1 32 rc,.nds5 7-.m'n recoilless rifle axnmuiition
()290 grenades and 22 nd~nas plus eu.sce11aneous com~poncrito

Friendl~y_ mae-al loosest

a. Craft d&-.Pged 13 (10 USN, 3 VNN)
¶b. Craft destroyed 1 ( 1 ATC)

P-arýn Januurý OptrAtion SEA LORDS river iucursions by ooaatal sur-

veillarcoe craft reac-.!ed a high level of 62 operations and penetrated deeper

-into eno-my dcminiated &,-eas than ever before, "Swift" boats were busy with

mor-tars arid riachirne nrors manyi~ miles from the coast fromr a few miles south

* of Saigon in t~he ]u.-g Sat Special Zone to the Cambodian border. Included

in the 62 operations are two river incursions by MN "Sw4ift" boats. Results

of these operattons cmd the 30 encounxters with hostile fire are as follows:

COIN r, N.IA
SOCONFIDENTIAL
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Enemy casualties:
a. Killed 37 (BC)+31 (EST) - includes 10 :,C) by

supporting LIFT

b. Wounded le, (EST)
c. Suspects etatned 42

Frienndly casualties:

a. K-.Iled 18 (2 US11- 1 TF l11, 1 NAG and !6 PF)
b. Wcundod 19 (17 USiu and 2 RF)

Eneniy ~aterial lessess

a. Destroyed
(1) Junks or amr.pans 632
(2) Struictures 633

b. Dfunnge.i
(1) Junks or sarpans 187

i (2) Structures 612
- c. Captured

(1) Junks or swTans 4

E ! Fr!endl aterli• losses:

Sa. Craft dama•edi 13 (12 TF 115 and I VNN)

b. CrafL dest:!red 2 (1 VrNI junk)

- ..'.. ,

66
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C,".ý-TAL SURVIKILLANCE FORCE SU1•OL&Y
January 1969

A slight inereae• in total detections of Jurns and safpans to 51,071

followed the normal .eanonal pattern of coatal activity. The percentage

of craft detected wý&-ch were checkrd by visual inspections or boarding

and search remained at the hieh level of 74 percent reached in December.

Operation KkJiX1' T1X¼ surveillance units inspected 24,120 and boarded

13,799 Junks and s5-.:ans. As a result of the boardings a total of 1,679

persons were detaines for curfew or restricted area violations, improper

papers, suspected draft dodging or desertion, and other auspicious activity.

No suspicious activi.ty was noted during the 914 inspections Lnd 53 boardin•o

carried out to check 1,245 detections of steel-hullud vessels. As in Decen-

ber a number of '%.rift boats operated under the operational control of CTF 116

onthe Soi Th-p aid during January 2,917 craft were detected with 1,140 inspect-

ions and 1,198 boari-ngs being carried out by these river patrols. In

addition, Swift bzes under OTF 115 operational control continued patrols w%

approxi•7,,tely 70 miles of thu lower Ham WLong aný Go Chien rivers in order to

release TF 116 rF;-'s for Operation SEA LORDS employ-sent.

River tncurslo,- into the Ca Mau Pseansula under Operation SEA LORDS

continued to doinar.vxe the offensive operations carried out by Coastal Sur-

. veillance Force u.nits as 60 river/canal operations and several naval gunfire

support rt4.ssions ýY Swift boat river patrols were carried out during Jan-

uary. In addition, two Swift boats supported by a Mobile aiverine Force

GiIUP 4
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I ATC continue.. daily patrol oferations on the R, Giang Thanh along the

Cambodian 1b3L!r as part of th Operation SEA - interdiction campaign

in that area. Uf 54 hostile fire incidents recorded in Janua-y, 30 in-

volved craft operating on inland waterways resulting in one USS killed,

19 wounded a.-:! 12 Swift boats damaged. An additicral four USN were

wounded as a landing team from two Swift boats wvas taken under fire while

sweeping an area east of Phan Rang. Enemy losses to naval gunfire by

HARME TIYX craft during the river/canal operaticas and 928 additional

gunfire sup-ort missions totaled 1,579 junks/sa:ans-/structures/bunrkers

destroyed pi1.• 1,134 heavily dazaaged, 154 killed (94 body count plus 60

probable), and 60 wounded.

During the =nrning of 3 January PCF 13 carried out, an effective

psyops raission off the coast near two enemy contr.-lled villages 25 miles

northwest of Ch- ~i After an hour of loudspeaker Lperations approxi-

Smately 150 Vi.•o-ese civilians had gathered on the beach for escort to

a refugee vi1".ýge. As the escort operation by FC"a., 13 and 69 commenced

an enemy aicbus*. killed 10 and wcunded five of the r--zuguees as they moved

from their villaze. The Swift boats called in Aierlcal Division gunships

to suppress t• ..ec cey fire as the Vietnamese inter-,reter on PCF 13 told

the refigees hazl was on the way and sang them sor.-s to prevent panic.

By the end of t-5 day more than 200 people had rel.:.•.ted, despite Viet

Cong threats of death for doing so, in order to es.•te enemy exloitation

of their food a.d labor.

2 Cu. iD 2DTIAL
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Although nearly all Oftht ie operations represent signirica*ht

incident* in the month's activrty, two stand out. One for the size of1"

forces employed and the other f:r extending the operations into new areas.

On 15 January the enemy bunker! whlich have frequently been the source

of intense hostile fire 2 mile! ip the Bo De River 50 miles roioth of C.

Mau were dealt a final blow. ± force consisting of 10 PCFas, EM/UDT.

personnel and mobile strike fDr:: troops supported by two WP3's and an IST

moved up the river under both :-.-T and fixed wing air cover. Following

air strikes on the bunker cor.p;>.x demolition teams and security troops

were landed unopposed to destr:r the enemy positions. Dluring the day's -

operations 74 bunkers, 17 huts, 11 structures, 20 sampans and a footbridge

were destroyed with another six 'ýinkers damaged. The second unique river

incursion took place on the 28` "when four Swift boats carried out a six-hour

operation that took them more t*.*-i 40 miles across the Ca Mau Peninsula.

Entering the Garth Hao River 23 r.ýIes east-southeast of Ca Mau the PCF's

procoeded up river all the way : Ca Mau taking targets of opportunity under "'.1-'."
fire along the way. From Ca YMa- the four Swift eraft made their way to the , -..

Culf of Thailand via the Ong D,: iiver receiving hostile fire at one point

which dismabled the engines of o:ý PC?. The Swift boat was towed the remain-

der of the Jourrny out the river, howev,•, no casmialties were received during

the enogement. Enemy losses case to 70 sampans, 25 structures, two bunkers,

and a fish trap destroyed plus Zi-a.pans, 62 structures, and two bunkers

damaged.

C 0 P44I' VNfi A 1, I
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RIVY4 PATROL FORCE SUWMARY
January 1969

Th's month, the river patrol force increased its pressure on the enewy

by a further extenzion of its area of operations. .n addition to continued

patrol of the wrain rivers of the Delta and Rung Sat Special Zone and its

participation in the oiigoing camp.ign of Operations SEA LORDS, e.g. Opera-

tion OGD.!A SLINGS1,OT, V-nh Te Canal Campaign and Ra.h Gia-Long Xuyen Canal

* cm!paign, on 2 January BAR's joined with other U, S. forces in Operation

BAMIIF P-_L F. Operation BARRIEi. PR1W involv.-,d the erpansion of the GIANT

SLIIGSHCT along Kinh Lagrange and Kinh Ong Lon fro= Tuyen Nhon to Dinh Dien

Phuoc Xuyen. In addition the area of responsibility of CTG 116.5 was

expanded to include the same canal from An Long to Chuoc Xuyen.

Units of 'iJ 116.7 participated in a cordon and search operation on Cu

Lao Giai Island in the Co Chien River, from the mo•--.-ng of 6 January until

midnight of 7 January. This campaign wan initiated to interrupt the enemy

"-. • comao/laason routes across the southern tip of the island through the use

of strin.egnt blockade and ground sweeps. During the middle part of the

-.month, units of TG 116.9 Joined with element3 of the U. S. 25th Division il

SOperation ]•SSILPPI on the upper Saigon River abu:, 10-28 miles north of

the capital. PMi's during thin operation were used prinarily as daylight

troop car-iers. L

The enuý-" has not taken kindly to the presence of U. S. forces in his

former havens. Intelligence reports continually a1luded to the 3ez'y

GROUP 4 Eco~~
Downgrad-!d after 3 year intervals CONIU-2- 1L
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intention to increase his reining efforts. Mining incidents became a Farticular

problem along the Vinh Te Canal and Barrier Reef.

There were five incidents of ene.V attacks on corrsercial shipping on the

Long Tau River during the month. Three of these incidents occurred on 3
January. The Italian ship HAPIDO received rocket rounis from both sides of

the river 25 miles southeast of Saigon at 1220. At 1300, ten miles south-

east of Saigon two rocket rounds landed between the FS30 BANGKOK and the

CAPE TOWN MARU. The Oe'ER•MS ROSE received rocket rounds from both hanks

of the river, 14 ndiles southeast of Saigon at 1545. There were no hits or

casualties in any pf these attacks. Return fire by PB's during the OVERSEAS

ROSE incident resulted in secondary explosions. During the morning of 11

January thu) SS ANGKOR and the SS CRUSTACIA were subjected to a rocket and

small arms attack, 22 miles southeast of Saigon. One rocket hit the ANGK'"OR

causing liht daMage but no casualties. The YSTS ship LYNFIELD VICTORY was

attacked on the morning of 12 January with no hits or casualties.

The oncmy continued to avoid any large scale unit contact during the

month and relied on attack by fire, harassment and terror-sts/sapper activity

which increased in frequency as the -:nth progressed. This is attributable

in part to the dAsruptive effect thot naval units have caused.to his re-

supply and infiltration timetable and his need to "save face" in those

areas which he previously considered his own. The period around Tet (16-18

February) is cotraonly mentioned in captured documents 9-s the likely start of

the enemy winter-.spring offensive, although as a result of his stepped up

attacks during the latter part of the third week in January he may already

2 CON AL
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hav'e 8tarted his Ogfensive in the western portion of the III CTZ,

On the night of 2 January, PBR's of TU n16.3.3 prvided a blocking "

f* frce 9.Or a comabined Go Cong PRUAlational Police Field Force sweep of a
Viet Cong controlled village, 7 riles northlwest of Co Cong, PBRIs re-

oei-;ed ara!! arm fire once but did not return the fire due to the preo-

sE.ce of friendlies in the area. They later took one evadee under fire .

and -.*ported a probable kill. The r Iaulti of the ground sweep were five

Viet Cong killed. nine Viet Cong captured and 65 auspects detained of

which 16 were confirmed as Viet Core infrastructura as a result of inrt-rro-

gat-on. .

Just after 200 on 15 Jonuary', MB's 302 and~ 303 were proceedine to
i ~~~pans about 14 miles northwest of Vurg Tau. The sam~parm were hailed and _.

allt•-Ated but failed to stop. The evading boats were taken turder fire

.by '6-.? PDR's, A Navy HFT, an Air Force 02 'roin 19rt TASC stationed at

Tan Sn c rhut and an unknown PCF provided illuriination while the ?BRIs and

`hU's checked out the contact area. Results of the encounter were five .
def'4.;te Viet Cong kil~e d and five probable and three Viet Cong sympathizers

capltred. There were no friendly casualties.

ý".n PFR's on patrol of the Vam Co Dong, 23 rlles west of Phu Cong.

care =-!,zr heavy automatic weapons and rocket fire on the evenln. of

17 J=-'1:2. PI3R 716 received tworcket hit3 belcrd the waterline and had .. . "

A .. to be '-.tndonedo PBR 721 picked up the crei. of the abandored boat and

3 CoF 2'r •,fIALC l F
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cleared the area to the north. PMR's of TU 194.9.4 approaching the area
S~~~fron the northl to search for the boat came under fire while enroute, &Ad":'I

after returning fire retired to the south, Am Axr..:) LUT placed strikes on i

both e.enW positions. This was followed H- artillery fire ,potted b an

Arry aerial obsurver. PBR 721 was subsequently escorted through the area

by TU 194.9.4. Eneny casualties were unknown , U.S. casualties were three

'wo;unded. The next evening during salvage operations, TU 194.9.4 received

' I fire just south of the salvage area. They proceeded north where PBR's

" of TU 194.9,1 were conducting the salvage operation. As aid was being

j given to one of the cailors wounded in the attack, the e.tht man security

periz.eter on the beach came under automatic weapons fire and ground assault

' by an estimated 30 Viet Cong. The fire was retu-rned and three Viet Cong

were lcilled. The security perimeter was safely extracted and the boats

c e acleared to the north. An Arry LHFT in the area observed the firing and

e.qpended his ordnance load on the enesy positions, Artillery was subse.

"qcpcntly called in and spotted by the IRT. Ten additional Viet Cong were

killed as a result of the LHFT strikes.

During the evening of 17 January, reacting on intelligence f'ox the

, by a FBR 5 titles southeast of Sa Dec in an attempt to locate a possible wea-

pors cache. At the first insertion point PrR's and SEALa received moderate

snril arms and automatic weapons fire, The PBRIs suppressed the fire, and

*t1 prcceeded approtynately 200 yards further and inserted the S.AIA.,

CO0 N 101115 M'#VAL
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Seawolves were serv.-bled to provide overhead cover for the SEALax and the

PBR's took up positions for possible fire support. The SE•As uncovered a

I 'i major medical supply cache valued at roughly $7000. Seawolves flew the

cache to Sa Dec arnd the SEALs were extracted by a PBR without incident.

There were no U.S. casuhltiem.

* Operating in the RSSZ on the evening of 17 January about 4 miles south-

east of Nha Be, PER.'s and PRU's killed the seven occupants of two sarpans. flh

.he PHU reported one of the sampans had been towing an object an request ed

to be re-inserted. The PBR's returned with LH0 'overhead and found the

object in question which was six feet long and a foot and a half across,

'Noises from the bar-<s caused the units to retire f rm the scene temporarly.

After boarding add'tional PRU's and '0D personnel at Nba Be, they again

cloed the area anr, located the suspect object. The EOD officer evaluated

it as a mine and requested and received permission to take it back to

Nha Be for disari. The PBR's arrived back at 1,a Be at 2330 and the

mine was brought ashore and disar•aing began. At 2345 the mine exploded

causing the follrving casualties: 3 USN kined, 6 LN wounded seriously

and 12 USN wounded slightly.

"TU i16.5.4 (four PBR's, one ATC) on a BARRIER REEF MT patrol, about

"8 miles west of Dir~i Dien Phuoc Xiyen, received heavy rocket, small arms,

and automatic wef.'ona fire from both banks of the canal at 2200, 20 Janu-

ary. One of the n-Ris was surk but it's crew was recovered by the cover

"" Z~Eclosure (3).
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boat, Seawolves were scramnbled and upon arrival one of then wad shot down.

* IThe remining Beawoif rescued the crew of the downed aircrafte One hundred

to two hundred Viet Cong were observed to be advancing in the area of the

downed helo. "Spooky* aircraft and an additinal tJ{T arrived on the senen

to cover the sunk boat and downed halo. ASPB's arrived and after affecting

emerge--iy repairs took the sunken P!3R under tow. The ASPE's also coordi.-utod

all KMEDVACS, U.S. caaualties, were one killed and 11 wounded (four on helo).

*ErneW losses are unknown.

The cover boat of TV 1160.6*2 was mined on the Vinh Ta Canal, 7½miles Sli

of Chau Dloc, on the morning ot 22 January, The P13R suffered extensive

hull and engineering damage and four crewmen were wounded. The wounded

were YXfL'VACED to Chau Doc. The hulk of the PFBR wae subsequently refloated

and towed to YRBM-16 for repairs. Th. mine was evaluated to have been a

coirmand detonated moored type.

Shortly after 2030 on 31 J avA~ryp the 5th Special Forces Group initiat~ed

contaot, 16 in.lei.southeast of Saigon, with the point elcncnt or what wSA

estinated to be a reinforced enery company which was moving east to west in two

S ~files on each side of a road. Clancrea wera blown and the enasV returned

the fire, At 2054 a Navy 11-C- from TU 116.9.8 was vectored to the aroa

and conducted a rocket and strafing run on the enemy~ positions. surprising

two enez.7 squads as they atteripted to cut off the friendly aMbush Withdrawing

to its base camp., The IJFI continued to strafe enenrW troops in the open along

the road. Aftez firing ceased, the area was illuminated anid U. S.

co~mr~m, CON IDENT IA '"
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forces count~ed 27 of the enemq killed d¶uring the attac*,

* for TF 1.16 during the perio'dwere 10 killed (3 DOWr) and 69 wounded

Em-1oscr (3)
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fIVERIKE ASSU7LT Pq~cg W~R
January 1969

During January, Mobile Riverine Force uanits sought out and engaged

the enemy throughout the Delta region. Offensive operations consisted

of frequent applications, of small unit force over wide area". This

strategy is intended to have major effect toward the breakup of con-

munist infrastructure, enhancement of pacification, disruption of eniemy

plans, and the demoraiAzation of enesv' forces.

The activities of 3HRG ALPHA remained essertially stable as troop lift

cperations were continued mainly in lien Hoa Prov-irce in support of the

2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry. Constant pressure is being applied to enemy

forces there in advancement of the accelerated pacification effort.

*Attrition against enemy forces was again significant, yielding a daily

average of 14 Viet Cong killed. MRG BRAVO, operating mainl~y with the

3rd and 4th Battalions, Vietnamese Marine Corps, advanced into Chuong

Thien, Kien Giang, Phong Dinh and northern Ba Xuyen provinces. Dotached

units of the MRA' conducted coordinated operations in the northern Delta

as components of Operation SEA LORDS campaigns. Troops aboard these units

have discovered large quantities of enemy weapons and suppi~es cached

along river banks.

The following table of MRl boat assignments provides an overview of the

* ~diversity of MBW activity during a typical day in January:

GROUP 4 Enclosure ~~
Downgraded at 3 year intervals CONFIIJEXiIAI
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ACT IV I TXJ./PERAT1 09 MR? CRAFT ASSIG1M

ASPH ATC MON CCB REF1Th1R,
2nd Brigade, U. S. 9th
infantry (MRn "A") 9 32+2Z 2 1

2nd Battalion, Vietnamese
Marine Corps G OB") 2 23 7 2

Operation Giant SLNGSHOT 10 11 2 2 1
Task Unit 116.5.4
(Barrier Reef west) 2 2

Task Group 116.9 (Rung Sat) 3 1.

VNN Traini~ng (RAD 91) a 13 3 1

IUW "A" Base Defense 6 12 3 1 1

MB"DO Base Defense 7 2 1 1

Task Group 115.4

TOTAL 4 0 0 1

Task force organizational changes to VTF 12.7 Operation Order 201-YR

were promulgated on 15 January, as follows;.

1. TU 117.2.3 became TU 117.1.5

2. TF. 117.2.-3.1 became TE 117.1.5.1%

3. TE. 117.2.).2 became TE 3.17.1.5.2

MOBILE RIVERINF GROUP AL.PHA OPERATIONS

Operation WATE2t TRAPj, a major cordon and search operation of Thoi Son

Island, in the M~y Tho River south of Dong Tamn, was begun on 4 January.

2 COhFIDEN2TIAL
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Twenty-fo'r river assault craft of BAD's 92 and 111 * two U. S. infantry

battalions, eight PBERIs and Vietnamese unite participated in this operation

which was targeted against Viet Cong guerrilla and rvimer/sapper units

located on the eastern end of the island. The island population wan

temporarily located to three collection points, people were screened by

Vietnamese National Police, issued new I.D. cards, and exposed

to Civic !c.&ion Programs. Meanwhil*e river craft assumed blocking

stations and the island was swept by infantry units seeking Viet Cong. A

total of 1,353 people were gathered at the three collection points, and

70 Viet Cong were apprehended as the operation ended on 7 January.

Rotation of River Assault Division assignments took place during the

month. On 12 January, boats of BAD 91 assumed a stand down status pre-

liminary to the planned turnover of 25 river assualt craft to the

Vietnamese Navy on 1 February. VNN persornel aboard BAD 91 units have

undergone on-the-job training since early December. RAS 13 joined MRG

ALPHA and BAD 132 was relieved by RAD 92 as the assault force of Opera-

tion GIAh" SLINGSHOT. HAD 132 returned to the Mobile Riverine Base and

supported te 4A7th Infintry Battalion. HAD 131 assumed utility duties

and supported the 3/34th Artillery Battalion, RAD 112 assumed support

duties for the 3/60th Infantry Battalion and HAD Ill came off the line

ani assumed base defense duties.

On 10 January, at 2332, units of MRD ALPHA went to General Quarters

as a mortar attack was launched against Dong Tam base from the south

".r' ................................................................... ..-.-"...... ''"" . .. '- " " . . ".".."-. "-- -... "
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bank of the My Tho River. Although none of the ships were hit, 6 Azny me'

were wounded and 10 belos it Done Tam were daaged. M B shipe, and Arq

artillery returned and suppressed the enemy fire.

SMOBILE RIVERINE GROUP BRAVO WPETIONS

Reconnaissance operations in enemy base area 483 in southern 1tion

Giang Province, begun on 26 December, continued into January. Lighteen

U river assault craft of HAS 15, working in co-rdination with the 2nd and

3rd Battalions, Vietnamese Marine Corps, conducted patrol and troop

landing activity along the Can Cao Canal. Ground contact with ene..

forces was sporadic throu&out the campaign which lasted until 7 January.

Despite intelligence reports of significant enemy forces in the area,

contact with friendly forces was avoided as the enemy employed hit and

run tactics. On 1 January at 1745 an enemy initiated firefight, took a

heavy toll among troops and sailors aboard assault craft. Three of t.'

river boats took U-40 rocket and automatic weapons hits, resulting in

1U USN and 37 Vietnamese Marines wounded and one Vietnamese Marine killed.

The assault craft ismediately returned and suppressed the enemy fire with

* unknown results. Two similar enemy attacks had taken place in approxi-"

mately the same area along the canal on 31 December.

River Assault Squadron 15, consisting of 17 ATC's, six monitors,

one CCB, 2 ASPB's and one LCN-6(flame charging unit) witb 2nd Battalion

Vietnamese troops embarked began find, fix and destroy operations along

the Song Cai Tu and Song Cai Lon rivers in enemy Ibase area 480 on the

CONF4ID AAL
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morning of 11 January. The operation was planned in order to interdict

enemy forces suspected to be in the regiom; they had been wdi.g base area

480 as a staging and storage locale for the conduct of offensive operations

in Chuong Tien, Kien Ciang and Phong Dinh provinces. humerous troop

insertions along beaches took place although contact with enemy ground

.1 forces above squad size did not occur. After troop landings, river assault

* craft established blocking and interdiction stations and checked a total

of 189 sampans throughout the operation which lasted until 18 January.

Nine Viet Cong suspecto were detained. Eneor attempts to repulse tIe.

riverine forces took form as eight enemy initiated firefights resulted.

Of the total of 26 USN wounded, five occurred ab ATC-15i-5"was sunk by a

watarmine on the Son& Cai. ?u 5j miles southwest of Vi Thant. vUhi river

* j assault craft were proceeding to refueling stations at Yi Thanh. Two

sailors and one Vietnamese Marine were killod as the mined craft sank

almost immediately. During the operation, in which at least 18 Viet

Cong were killed, several arms caches were discovered.

IcoN-W,.AL
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USN STATISTICAL SUMMARY

MARKET TIME GAME WARDER Mobile Riverine Force

Detectiuns 5%,233* 171 ,16
1napections 26,174* 37,693
Boardings 15 n5D* 70,923 1,524
Craft detained 10 0
Persons detained 1,679 1,122 1,593
Viet Cong suspects 45 38 .44

Hostile fire incidents 5* 34
Enewy ca:nualties:

a. Killed 9,4(Bc) 6O(T) 101(%c)+68(NT) ) 437
b. Wounded 62 15(Bc) 5W(.") 1
c. Captured 2 17 85

USN casualties:
a. Killed 1 10 (3 DOW) 3 USN/18 USA
b. Wounded 27+* 69 81 USN*"*/135 USA
o. Captured 0 0 0• d. Mis sing002

En!emy material losses;
a. Deutroyed:

(1) Junks or sampans 83% 161 29
(2) Structures 714 233 1,136

b, Captured:
(1) Junks or sampans 2 18 **(2) Weapons 0 (See Page Two) 393 '..
(3) A munitim (rounds)O 543
(4) Rice (tes) 0 n 0"

c. Damaged t

-. o.- ~( 1) Junks or ewnpans 242 83 •--.
"-'." ~(2) St-:.,cturer 892 185 *;.

USN Material lossess ...
a. DWstroyed:

(1) Surface craft 0 1 1
(2) Helicopters 0 6 0

b. Damaged =
(1) Surface craft 12 24 27•a*w "
(2) Helicopters 0 6 0

SAR miasions 1 0 0

Remarks: * Includes surveillance results oZ PCF operations on 3oi Rap

under opcon CTF 116.
*Not available

*I** Includes 4 USN WIA by friendly ordnance malfunttiuons.
*-** Includes WIA i MWF craft in SEA IA)RDS operations.
** Includes all categories of damage--very light to substantial.

Downgraded at 3 year intervals CON
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TF 116 CAPTURED M 3i/O• S/ TIQI

23 Individual weapone
215 Grens.!es (CHICOM, M-26, M-25, Prog, ae-)

6 122i= Mortar rounds

45%0 60o Mortar rounds
279 821m Mortar rounds

61 B-40 Rzckats
71 Landianti-tank mines
10 RPO Bcosters
92 75.m Pockets
29 57= .ecoillesU rifle rronds

37 AX-47 Clips
68,261 Small arms rounds

1,700 Heavy macbInegun roid§u

804 Pounds of C-3
736 Pou~ndi of unnamed exploisiv
25 Booby tra&p fuses

200 Feet of primer cord
8 Roils of time fuse

12 BattOr? packs

TI i16 CAPTURXM RICI

250 Pounds captured
2½ Tons destroyed

2 I 
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NAVAL ADVSUR! GRWI
January 1969

The VN t4 s rlleet Command ships, coastal group junks wA riverine

"assault group armored craft experienced a relatively routine month iz

January as they pursued their daily objectives. The newly acquired

V)N assets however, the PBR's and the PCFas, =%derweat diverse and active

participation in operations, especially in actions which were offensi;* S

in nature. These small modern boats recorded even greater activity this

month as compared to previous nonth* as the b met* and their crews develop-.

i ed increased proficiency and self-sufficiency. HPF 51, the VNM'. 12

operating PBR's, assumed still anothar area of responsibility in January

as four PBR's commenced two-day patrols of the Iong Tat River on 8 Jan-

uary. This new patrol area for the VW PE's is in addition to the two-day

and three-right patrols which are being conducted on the Saigon and Dong

Nai rivers and enables ths U. S. Navy TF 116 PR's , formerly tasked with

the Long Tau patrols, to be assigned elsewhere in the Delta4.

Shortly after midnight on 24 January, an CPG 51 PBR was performing

routine patrols on the Doug Nai River when four enemy sampan* were sighted

exiting an adjacent canal. The VM) sailors took the sampans under firs

sksinng one zsampan; Vite Cong observed on the river banks were also taken

p,' under fire. Army Spooky aircraft and LtPTs were called in for air support

as the PBR's inserted an trmy LRHP for follow-up ground sweeps. The area .

was found to be heavily booby trapped. At first light further searches

of the area uncovered substastial amounts of enemy war materials Including

Inelosure (6)
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weapons, azmunition, tools, keromene, medical supplies, cooking equip-.

ment and clothing. VN diver* recovered the sunen & and most of

its contents which included addetional weapons, amunitioam documents,

clothing and rice. Four of the eamay were killed by body count while

10-15 additional Viet Cong were estimated to have been brought down

by the PBRos initial shore bombardment and subsequent air strikes.

The Phu Quoc Island based VM PCFo' experiencod Increased enemy

activity this month as they performed more offensive operation.. 0A

9 January the prompt reaction of a VNN PCF prevented one of the govern-

sent's experAental New iUfe hamlets from being overrmn An urgent

call for gunfire support from the hamlet on Phu Quoc Island was received

* by a patrolling Pa? and the VMI Swift boat raced to a poiat off shore

and began shelling the Viet Cong position. The U. V . advisor on board

reported that the crewmen had to fire over a hill at an unaeea eumW

in close proximity to a village. A U. S. Army advisor in the villa&ge

described the shooting as wexcellentv and credited the FaC with success-

fully routing the enemy attack.

On the night of 22 January during one of the first SEA LCHDS mlssioas

in which VHN PCF', experienced enemy activity, the IS advisor of a PC•,

302 A. L KUKOW, USN, was lost overboard and presumed dead. The action

took place on the Cal, Los River as two VNN PCF's were articipating in a

SEA LRDS operation with MW and USA elements in Kies Ciang Province.

One PCF received B-40 hits directed from the west bank of the river. Both

PIC? retaliated with 50 caliber, M-79 and 14-16 fire which effectively

Enclosure (6)
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silenced the enemy. The advisor had been hit by shrapnel and concussion

from a B-40 rocket, h&. fell into the river and was immediately swallowed

' up by the black waters. Subsequent attempts to retrieve the body by a

combined force of U. S. WAWT TIDM PRW's Army air cover and VNN Coastal

* . Group 43/4 reaction units failed.

Yor the month of January the USMC advisors reported light to scattered "

action as the VNMC conducted operations in the III and IV CTZ. Brigade

"A," VWXC, was composed of the let and 5th Infantry battalions and remained %

in a reserve status at their base campa at Thu Duc on standby to the Joint

General Staff until 15 January. The 4th Battalion stood down also at Thu

Due until 7 January when it relieved the 3rd Battalion in IV CTZ. The lot

and 5th battalions activated in III CTZ from 15 through 19 January conduct-

ing reconnaissance in force operations wnder the operational control of

the III MT, Commander. On 18 January the lst Battalion relocated to Tay

Ninh and joined the 6th Battalion which had been operating independently

in thoe vicinity since December under the operational control of the ARV!4

25th Infantry Division. For the remainder cf..the..nnth' the Brig.de pursud"

the enemy in that northern III CTZ city in'concert with ARVN id USA troops

and encountered minimal enemy resistance.

Meanwhile Brigade "B', the 2nd and 3rd battalions, until 7 January when

* . the 4th Battalion replaced the 3rd Battalion, continued riverine operations

* ~in Kien Gians an Chuong Thien provinces in IV CTZ under the operational

control of the ARVfl 21st Infantry Division and in close coordination with

Enclosure (6)

CON FIDENTIALI
3 CONFIDENTIAL

................................................................................



COKFIDNUL CONFIDENTIAL

umits of the U. S. Wat. Light to moderate oawy activity vas experienced

as the maarinies participated in the combined offensive riverine operations

to Interdict snemrW movement In the Delta.

Enclosure (6)
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m N/7f'MC STATISTICAL SUMHARIY

VIE~A3~[S~ NVY:Janiuary 1969

OAa Ia 35.3 3. 2164 76,638 57 2j16
n 49.6 48.1 28,834& 78,622 49P2~

rn 5o.14 49. 10,I436 36,368 2 37
iv 63.0 63.0 9 235 28 974j 0 0

Sub-Tota).a -fo"Td

*FLEET C~O4MM12

7tF 120.5 v6.8 7,333 31,060 0 0

#OEM RESMVE ____

FORI 145.4 42.0 8 119 2o 55 0 0
Total$ I 96A,;2b 2WW T13

VIETNANSE MARD4E OMM

VCA(V: KIAj...Captured 3o.22. Suspects dotainedi......l....

VISMOMkA 27 W1A2.§i1

US=C WI 2

*ProvidedM2..$ flfre su~pport missions,

InTcludies RM~ 27, RmB =d UPO 51.

GROU Is-Encosu2re (fl
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PSTCHOLOMICAL AND CIVIC ACTION OPERATIOO5
Loudspeaker broadc•ast during the month totaled 1000 hours. The

value of this program may best be seen from the following situations .

On 8 January two Hol. Chanha rallied to PBR's on routine patrol from a

water taxi. They rallied as a result of being contacted by a PRU intel-.. J

ligence asent and the PBR PSYOPS broadcasts. Both of these man were from

Binh Ninh village and they stated that more VC/VCI would rally from the

area but. were afraid that the PBR's w6uld shoot them, The Hol Chanhe then

taped a statement eMphasizing that prospective Hoi Chanhe should not fear

to rally, thatthe procedure was unimoplicated, and that fa;ilies Vere

welcome to rally to the PBR'u. These men rallied at 07o0 and by 1930 the 'A

tape they had made was being played in the area of their home village,

At the end of the month this tape was updated with information naiAg Iao-

Cal VCI and t. the positions they held in an attempt to induce them to

Chieu Hoi or quit their posts. The enoq's reaction to the original tape

was not long in coming, On 9 January while the PBR patrol was broadcasting

the tape, it came under heavy automatic weapons fire.

In another area, the Virst Coastal Zone, two Hoi Charhs rallied to

Coastal Group 114, Their reason for rallying was dissatisfaction with the

communist regime. They had heard Chieu Hoi broadcasts fro% VNX junks and

aircraft. In fact when asked if they had heard any airborne broadcasts,

one of them repeated one of the PSYOPS tapes word for word. Their reason

for choosing Coastal Group 14 as a rallying point was the result of the

Enclosure
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regular Chieu Hoi broadcasts from the j. *a in the river. The ra.ierm

SrIea reported that many people ifm the area desired to rier as their morale

was low. Fear wos their biggest factor pluw the fact that Ve izdt were

drafting 15-year olds.*M CTO I6. i nvolvrement in bilding a homse for the sMrvivors of a vic-
t.'. gie of a pat+rol accident showed the villagers at An Roa that U.S. force'

wore willing to help them in time of need. An a consequence of this civic

I :action, sever-ul intelligence reports of confirmed accuracy have been received

Sfrom An Hoa villagers,

Jar ar saw a total of 24 Hoi Chanbs rally to naval forces, also &ariag

this period 3,,000 persons were treated at =DCAPS.

2

I I.

~; f . .[

2.



SN C I""ASSIBE1E.,-j| •NCI• SIE]ED._. .L ,

UISN 017TC LCT~w 3T*TSTICL SMUNCRT
JaInay 1969

ft.iii TOTAL NUMBER OF MXA-PAZ3 PflRSCMRL Or MIT IrS AGE) IX CIVIC ACTIC,
A FPR0JZCSI

COST OF SUPPLIES CCNTRIBTUTED BY MUITAK! EOURCES FMI CIVC AMXW
PROJst o3•gs5r o c

4VOLUJNTARY CONTRIBUTICtH5t VN$_ 900.0O

i PCEN U. S. KrLITARY CIC ACTIU ACTIVITIES CMDUCTED
JOiTLY WITH2

Percent
Other JM
RYNAF
U. S. civilian voluntary agencies TW
Average percent of self-help by VX civillians

F 1OORAOmM ha fteenditures N$

Economic Develpmen
Educitim 00
Social Welfare
"Transportatioan_ 20' 0-
Refugese0,O

INSTITUTES ASSISTED:
~Number ~.-

Schools
Hospitales/D•niepsaries
Orphanages
Others
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